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PRIZE WINNER—In a nationwide contest seeking designs for what 
was called the ‘‘small mission church,'’ Stewart S. Granger of Glen- 
dale, Calif., won the award with his sketch shown above. 
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Churches---Adaptable, Economical 


Pre-Engineered in Material and Construction 


Also in this issue--- 
MR. HOOK SLIPPED 
By Kenneth J. Foreman 


Grace Episcopal Church, Trenton, N. J., 

(above) one of the first ‘‘pre-engi- 
9 . ‘ yp 

neered”’ churches to be constructed. The 


LIBERATION FROM IDOLATRY 


is one of five built by the Episcopal Di- 
County and the 
Devotional thought by John R. Mott 


(Page 5.) 
EDITORIALS— 
We Must Not Fail in the Evangelistic Advance 
Making Your Minister 


church at White Plains, N. Y., (below) 


ocese in Westchester 


Hudson Valley. 
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By Arthur V. Boand 
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Church Membership 
Set at 53 Per Cent 
Of U. S. Population 


Protestants Said to Have 60%, 
Roman Catholics 33, Jews 6 


New York. (RNS)—Total member- 
ship of all religious bodies in the United 
States at the end of 1948 was 79,576,- 
352—or 53.3 per cent of the population 
—according to the annual church sta- 
tistics report of the Christian Herald, a 
Protestant monthly published here. 

The magazine said the total 1948 gain 
was 2,190,164 church members, a figure 
which ‘‘more than kept pace with United 
States population gains.”’ 

According to the report, the U. S. is 
“about 60 per cent Protestant, 33 per 
cent Roman Catholic, six per cent 
Jewish, and one per cent divided among 
such groups as Russian and Greek 
Orthodox, Spiritualists, Buddhists and 
others.” 

It listed 47,557,203 persons as mem- 
bers of 222 Protestant denominations, 
a gain of 1,407,527 over the previous 
year. The Roman Catholic total was 
given as 26,075,697, as reported in the 
1948 Catholic Directory, a gain of 807,- 
524. 

(According to the 1949 Catholic Di- 
rectory, which gives statistics for the 
year 1948, there were 26,718,343 mem- 
bers of that Church.) 

The Christian Herald said ‘‘the pre- 
ponderant strength of Protestantism, or 
93 per cent, still lies within the 31 
larger bodies, each of which has more 
than 200,000 members.” 

“In the 11 denominations with mem- 
berships of more than a million is found 
73 per cent of the total of Protestant- 
ism,” it added. “The largest single 
Protestant denomination is still the 
Methodist,’”’ which has 8,651,062 mem- 


bers. Second largest is the Southern 
Baptist Convention, with 6,491,981 
members. 


Leaders of World Student 
Federation Are Named 


Whitby, Ontario. (RNS)—Robert 
Mackie, of Great Britain, was elected 
president of the World Student Chris- 
tian Federation by its General Commit- 
tee in session here. He was formerly 
secretary of the Federation and is also 
an associate secretary of the World 
Council of Churches. 


Other officers elected were: vice- 
chairmen: Kiang Wen-Hau (China), 
M. M. Thomas (India), Ruth Wick 


FILM TO SHOW VALUES 
OF CHURCH COLLEGE 


Hollywood. (RNS)—Cathedral Films 
has started production of ‘‘The Differ- 
ence,” a four-reel motion picture which 
will be used by the United Lutheran 
Church in America to help raise $6,- 
000,000 for its 24 colleges and semi- 
naries. 

The movie, which will show ‘‘the dif- 
ference an education at a church col- 
lege can make in an individual,” will be 
shown before each of the denomination’s 
4,100 congregations next spring. 

The ULCA’s drive for $6,000,000 is 
known as the Christian Higher Educa- 
tion Year Appeal. 





(United States); general-secretary: 


“Phillippe Maury (France); treasurer: 


Leila Anderson (United States); deputy 
treasurer: Heil Bollinger (United 
States). 


Vatican Excavators Expected to 
‘*Verify’’ Remains of St. Peter 


Reports from Rome indicate that dur- 
ing Holy Year, 1950, beginning next 
Christmas Eve, a report by Vatican ex- 
cavators may be promulgated by Pope 
Pius XII declaring that the remains of 
St. Peter have been found and their 
authenticity verified under the Great 
Basilica which bears his name. 

It is believed that the Vatican archae- 
ologists’ report has already been set in 
type, but that it will be kept secret until 
a committee of ‘‘neutral’’ archaeologists 
has had a chance to confirm its findings. 

It is also talked that the dogma of 
the. Assumption of the Virgin Mary may 
be proclaimed during 1950. Belief that 
the Virgin was assumed bodily into 
heaven after her death has been long 
believed by Roman Catholics, but for 
more than eighty years a movement has 
been growing to have the doctrine pro- 
claimed infallibly. 

If the Pope does make such an ex- 
cathedra declaration, it will be the first 
dogmatic definition since 1870 when the 
Vatican Council promulgated the doc- 
trine of papal infallibility in matters of 
faith and morals.—RNS. 





NOTE ON THIS ISSUE 

In providing information in this issue, 
about inexpensive church construction 
we do not wish to encourage cheap ideas 
about the church. Far too many of 
them are inadequate, poorly built and 
peorly equipped already. The proce- 
dures here described, however, do 
appear to offer great benefits for the 
purposes intended.— EDITORS. 





Plans Are Readied 
In Great Nationwide 


Evangelistic Effort 


15-Months Drive Will Enlist 
Support of 42 Denominations 


Presbyterians, US, are making every 
effort to cooperate in plans for the most 
comprehensive and widely representa- 
tive Protestant crusade ever undertaken 
to evangelize the nation. This campaign 
is under the general direction of Jesse 
M. Bader, executive secretary of the De- 
partment of Evangelism of the Federal 
Council of Churches. 

Known as the United Evangelistic Ad- 
vance, the effort has the support of 42 
major Protestant denominations, 15 of 
which are not members of the Federal 
Council. The combined membership of 
the participating denominations exceeds 
35,000,000. 


To Begin October 2 


The far-reaching campaign, which is 
expected to penetrate every American 
community, will be launched Oct. 2, 
1949, and will continue for a 15-month 
period. 

As outlined by Dr. Bader, the Ad- 
vance, which has been planned over the 
past two years, aims to achieve the fol- 
lowing four objectives: 


(1) A spiritual quickening of the 
ministry and membership of the 
churches. 


(2) The reaching and winning of the 
vast unchurched multitudes of the na- 
tion for Christ and his church through 
every accepted means and method. 

(3) ‘Careful instruction and assimila- 
tion of every person who is brought into 
church membership. 

(4) Enlisting into membership of 
some congregation all who have moved 
to new communities and have failed to 
identify themselves with any local 
church where they now live. 


A wide variety of evangelistic cam- 
paigns, community projects and tech- 
niques are being devised in connection 
with the campaign, Dr. Bader said. 


Three Types of Missions 


For example, three types of preaching 
missions are being planned: a week’s 
revival in each local church, a simul- 
taneous preaching mission in every com- 
munity church, and a united preaching 
mission for all Christian groups. 

One of the unique features of the 
campaign will be a National Teaching 
Mission for which 64 communities have 








already signed up, Dr. Bader said. An 
eight-day mission, it is sponsored jointly 
by the International Council of Relig- 
ious Education and the Federal Council 
of Churches 

This 
by nationally and internationally known 
will conduct a com- 
munity-wide religious census and assist 


mission, which will be headed 


Christian leaders, 
local churches in a self-analysis of pro- 
grams and resources. At the same time, 
the mission will suggest the best method 
for activating potential church members 
and help local churches to work out 
plans for expanding their programs to 


care for any increase in membership. 


Thomas Krock Joins 


Staff of POAU 

Washington, D. C. (RNS)—Thomas 
Krock, son of New York Times politi- 
cal columnist Arthur Krock, has been 


appointed assistant to the 
director of Protestants 
Americans United for 
Church and State. 
Glenn L. Archer, 
that 
drive for funds 
expanded public 
gram for the group. 
Upon assuming the new post, Krock 
made the 


executive 
and Other 
Separation of 


POAU 


Krock 


executive 
will 
and direct a 
relations 


director, said spear- 
head a 


greatly pro- 


following statement: 


“The increasingly violent conflict be- 
tween church and state in European 
countries should be an object lesson for 
America. 

“Our constitutional guarantees of re- 
ligious liberty have so far kept us free 
of the confusions, the intrigues and the 


enmities which are so commonplace in 
foreign lands where churchmen and 
statesmen attempt to share power at 
the same time they are jockeying for 
position and preparing for an ultimate 
struggle for supremacy. 

“During my residences abroad, | have 
observed the bitter fruits of church- 
state union at first hand. [I am deter- 
mined to do all that I can to prevent 
such a tragedy over here.” 


Louisville Schools Plan 
Emphasis on Moral Values 


Louisville, Ky. (RNS)—-A unique ex- 
perimental program stressing moral and 
spiritual values in education will be 
launched this fall in five Kentucky high 
schools and one grade school. 

The program is the result of work 
sponsored by the State Department of 
Education, the University of Kentucky, 
the four state teachers colleges, and the 
University of Louisville. 

It will be based on a report entitled 
“Discovery of Moral and _ Spiritual 
Values in Education,’’ released by Wil- 
liam C. Bower, professor emeritus of the 
University of Chicago Divinity School. 
Dr. Bower was director of a workshop 
held in June at the University of Ken- 
tucky College of Education to orient 
staffs of participating schools in the pur- 
pose, basic idea and procedure of the 
experiment. 

The experiment, it was stressed, will 
differ from the usual religious and 
moral education programs in that it will 
attempt to discover moral and spiritual 
values already inherent in the schools. 
After these values are identified, the 
schools will strive to develop them. 





Liberation from Idolatry 


By JOHN R. MOTT 


ec 


Jeremiah 45:5. 
ness. *”* Matthew 6:33. 


seekest thou great things for thyself? seek them not... .”’ 
‘‘Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteous- 
(Read I Kings 3:5-15.) 


HORTLY after entering Cornell University, having in view prepara- 
tion for a money-making pursuit, my attention was arrested by a 


notice on the bulletin board. 


J. E. K. Studd of Cambridge Univer- 


sity, England, a famous athlete, and later Lord Mayor of London, was to 


address the students the following evening. 
hear what an athlete had to say on religion. 


by these sentences: 
not. 


vital faith. 


** *Seekest thou great things for thyself? 
Seek ve first the kingdom of God and his righteousness.’ *’ 

These words went straight to my heart. 
that night not to sleep, but for engagement in a spiritual struggle. 
led me to take counsel with the athlete. 


Out of curiosity I went to 
My attention was arrested 
Seek them 


They sent me to my room 
This 
He led me into a reasonable and 


It was reasonable because for it | could give satisfying rea- 


sons; it was vital in that it changed my life by changing my disposition, 


by changing my sense of direction. 


[ accepted Jesus Christ as Guide. 


PRAYER 
Our heavenly Father, we, thy children of every land, of every race, and 


of every communion, unite in prayer to thee. 
wide fellowship and for the open doors for the spread of thy Kingdom. 
us as from day to day we call upon thee. 


Amen. 


We thank thee for our world- 
Hear 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 


THOUGHT FOR. THE DAY 


Our unerring Guide is the changeless Christ. 


From The Upper Room. 


By permission, 


Although other educational institu- 
tions have inaugurated special courses 
which emphasize moral and _ spiritual 
values, the Kentucky procedure is be- 
lieved to be the only one of its kind. 


Birmingham Churchmen Act 
On Bombing of Negro Homes 


Birmingham, Ala. (RNS)—Organized 
religious groups of white and Negro 
citizens here mobilized to bring pressure 
on city authorities to apprehend and 
punish those responsible for dynamiting 
the homes of two Negro pastors. 

The pastors—Milton Curry of New 
Zion Presbyterian church and E. B. De- 
Yampert—live in the same block where 
the home of Bishop S. L. Greene of the 
African Methodist Episcopal Church was 
wrecked by dynamite late in March. At 
that time a collection was taken in all 
white and Negro churches of the city to 
cover the bishop’s property loss. 

The houses are in an area adjoining 
residences occupied by white people and 
have been the center of controversy 
since the bishop and the ministers oc- 
cupied them earlier this year. Mr. 
Curry and Mr. DeYampert have rejected 
requests by city officials to move out. 

John C. Turner, rector of the Epis- 
copal Church of the Advent and presi- 
dent of the Birmingham Ministers’ As- 
sociation, issued the following state- 
ment: 





“We do not condone instruction into 
segregated areas, but we must condemn 
lawless violence. It shall be the en- 
deavor of the Ministers’ Association to 
work with the authorities in the field 
of housing in order that some fair and 
definite zoning regulations may be set 
up for the protection of all concerned.” 


RADIO 








N. B. ETHERIDGE, Sept. 11 
Another layman is scheduled for the 
Presbyterian Hour series for Sept. 11 (a 
week later where the delayed schedule is 


followed). He is N. B. Etheridge of 
Norfolk, Va. Mr. Etheridge will speak 
on “The Church and Her Laymen.” 
The Men-at-Montreat will provide the 
music from recent recordings. 
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PRE-ENGINEERED CHURCHES—Above, left, is the 
first of the experimental buildings of standardized con- 
struction planned by Benjamin F. Faunce, Episcopal 


Churches --- Adaptable, Economical 


Standardized Materials and Construction Prove Godsend to Congregations 


WO YEARS AGO Benjamin F. 
Faunce, a member of his diccesan 
missions board and a vestryman of 

Holy Trinity Episcopal Church, Collings- 
wood, N. J., was asked by his bishop to 
investigate the possibility of using pre- 
fabricated structures to answer the call for 
low cost church buildings. Mr. Faunce, 
a structural engineer and a member of 
the committee on church architecture 
for his diocese, made a thorough study 
of the situation and came up with a 
short answer. It was: No. 

In the course of his study, however, 
he did find perhaps a better answer. 
Anway, it has caught on over the country 
until it shows signs of starting a move- 
ment in what is called pre-engineered 
construction. 


nike Conventional Buildings 


Mr. Faunce calls these churches pre- 
engineered s2cause they are constructed 
just like conventional buildings. Big 
savings are effected in material and con- 
struction cost because they are pre- 
engineered in standardized design and 
are easily integrated. All materials are 
standard and mass produced throughout 
the country such as pre-engineered steel 
arches and rafter supports, steel case- 
ment windows, corrugated asbestos roofs 
and cinder block walls. The buildings 
are durable, inexpensive, fireproof, suit- 
able for year-round services and require 
a minimum of operating expenses and 
manintenances and may be converted to 


This view gives a good idea of the 
way in which the Faunce plan is 
worked. 


SEPTEMBER 5, 1949 


other church uses when the congrega- 
tion grows. 

They range in price from $6,000 for 
the smallest, suitable for seating from 
100 to 250 people, depending on seating 
arrangement, to $96,000 for a building 
suitable for 1,200 to 1,500. 

An experimental church was built as 
Pleasantville, N. J. The publicity occa- 
sioned by this project brought in 1,500 
letters for more information. Of the 
letters answered, records show that 128 
buildings were erected the first year, 
Requests then began to come in for 
larger buildings and also requests from 
other denominations asking for an ex- 
tension of this service. This has been 
granted by Mr. Faunce and now he gives 
as much free service to the project as 
is possible. When any of the standard 
designs can be used there is no charge 
for the plans and where a congregation’s 
building effort comes within range of 
his business travels he stops off and 
gives whatever assistance he can. Much 
of his time at home is given over now 
to meeting and advising building com- 
mittees which come from as far away 


vestryman and structural engineer. 
ville, N. J. The brick building, more recently erected, 
is a Presbyterian church in Trenton, N. J. 








It is in Pleasant- 


as 400 miles. No charge is made for 
this work because Mr. Faunce looks on 
it as a hobby. 


Some Provide Own Labor 


First buildings erected under this plan 
were the Grace church in Trenton (see 
cover) and the Church of St. Mary the 
Virgin, Pleasantville, N. J. (above). 
The congregation of St. Mary had been 
worshipping in an old fish-market. Mem- 
bers of both congregations supplied 
much of the labor on their buildings; 
as most of the materials used in this 
type of building do not require much 
skilled labor, construction costs were 
held to a minimum. 

Bishop Charles K. Gilbert, who gave 
Mr. Faunce the original assignment, pro- 
posed his type of construction as a 
possible solution to the problem of 
housing a number of new mission 
churches in Westchester County and in 
the Hudson Valley in New York. Now 
the society is planning five new churches, 
additions to two others and a parish 
house for another by this construction 
method at a total cost of $150,000. The 
diocese will pay: building costs with 
members of each parish finishing the 
interior and supply furnishings. 

Most of these buildings will provide a 











combined church and parish house. It 
is assumed that in most cases, when the 
mission becomes a self-supporting 
church and is able to build a larger and 
more conventional type of church, the 
temporary structure will become the 
parish house, 


Adaptable to Other Uses 


One leader in the diocese said the 
buildings are not being erected with any 
view toward permanency. He felt that 
they would be adequate to care for 
church-goers during the next five years. 
The structures are neat and trim, so 
as to be assets to their communities, 
and they are designed so as to be con- 


verted readily to other uses and to make 
future additions or alterations possible 
at minimum expense. 

The buildings are of clear-span, rigid 
frame construction, using structural 
steel pre-engineered arches and steel 
purlins. Walls are of cinder block, sur- 
faced with stucco, though some are sur- 
faced with brick. Roofing is of corru- 
gated asbestos, floors of concrete, win- 
dows of steel stock casements. Where 
a basement is included, it has a 12-foot 
ceiling and a six-foot excavation so that 
large windows above ground will pro- 
vide adequate light and air. Most of the 
buildings are 36 by $5 feet, seating 300 
persons. A smaller design provides an 
area 28 by 82 feet. 


Chapel Gets Congregation Going 


Then Moves to Another Location 


At least three prefabricated portable 
chapels are being used by the New York 
City Baptist Society to care for new con- 
gregations in fast-growing areas in 
Long Island. The plan being followed 
by the society calls for a chapel “soundly 
constructed, architecturally pleasing and 
on a site suitably landscaped.” It is 
lent to the congregation, fully equipped 
with pews, pulpit, organ, bulletin board 
and belfry chimes, for a period not to 























——— 





For %13,000, many churches will be 
started. 


exceed five years. After that time the 
new congregation is expected to have 
plans and means for a _ permanent 
puilding. Each chapel is of wood, wth 
a 30-foot spire and has a seating capac- 
ity of 90 persons. 

In a discussion of its plan, the society 
explains the difficulties caused by high 
building costs. Then it explains, ‘‘The 
prefabrication of buildings, however, 
offers us a solution to this problem, for 
we can design and have built a portable 
chapel which will be practicable as well 
as beautiful for approximately $13,000. 
Such a chapel may be used to launch 
one church, and after that is established 
and the new church has built its own 
edifice the chapel can be moved to an- 
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other location and thus be used to 
launch several new churches over a 
period of years.” 
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Church Built With Tuskegee 
Block Costs Only $2,000 


Tuskegee, Ala. (RNS)—-Members of 
St. John’s A. M. E. congregation here 
have started construction on a new 
church which will cost about $2,000. 

The unusually low cost is made pos- 
sible by the use of a special cement 
block developed by Tuskegee Institute, 
and by the donation of time and labor of 
church members. 

Members of the congregation, whose 
yearly cash income is less than $500, 
have made the simple wooden molds 
needed to cast the blocks, which are 
about 16 inches long, 8 inches wide and 
3 inches thick. 

The average block costs about four 
cents, the main item of expense being 
cement, which is plentiful in this sec- 
tion. Sand and gravel have been pro- 
cured from nearby creeks, and the 
lumber for the floor and roof will be 
hand-cut from the pine forests, which 
abound in the area. 

Since the majority of church members 
are farmers and part-time employees at 
the neighboring Veterans Administra- 
tion hospital and Tuskegee Institute, 
work is done at night and over week- 
ends. Electric lights, considered a 
great luxury in this rural area, have 
been rigged up in the pine trees to pro- 
vide illumination. 


First Usin-5 Tuskegee Block 

The church is the first of its kind to 
use the Tuskegee block, which has not 
been released as yet for commercial use, 
and might well set the pattern for simi- 
lar low-cost rural churches in the South. 

The church auditorium will be 30 feet 
wide and 38 feet long, and will have a 
divided chancel and choir seating. 
Shaped in the form of a T, the section 
behind the pulpit will provide a minis- 
ter’s study, storage space and a combi- 
nation nursery school and Sunday 
school. 

trnest T. Dixon, Jr., representative 
of the Home Missions Council of North 
America, has been largely responsible 
for getting this unique church project 
under way. 


Solution for Better Homes 


Pointing to the need for better hous: 
ing for sharecroppers in the South, Mr. 
Dixon feels that the experience being 
gained by the church members is not 
only serving as a valuable lesson in 
community cooperation, but is rapidly 
providing them with the “know-how’”’ to 
build their own homes. 

He points to the fact that four of the 
men working on the church have started 
to make cement blocks for four-room 
housing units to replace their unpainted 
wooden shacks. 

Tuskegee Institute professors esti- 
mate that if these farmers and workers 
and their families do all the labor, they 
can build a house with Tuskegee blocks 
for as little as $500 cash. 
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CHRISTIAN TEACHING 


The FOUNDATIONS of KINGDOM BUILDING 
The PILLARS of CHRISTIAN DEMOCRACY 


“The 
SUNDAY SCHOOL PROVIDES 


Both! 
Increased Attendance and 
Enlarged Enrollment are CHALLENGES for 


RALLY DAY= 1949 





THE RALLY DAY OFFERING 
is an INVESTMENT for TODAY and TOMORROW 


THE ASSEMBLY’S 


RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COMMITTEE 


e REGULARLY: 
Serves Every Church Agency. 
Provides Regional Directors for Every Synod. 
Prints Literature for 3,602 Local Congregations. 
Trains Teachers to Interpret the Scriptures Aright. 


e NOW FACES: 
A Growing Church with Outgrown Service Facilities. 
A New Day with Yesterday's Equipment, 














A Maximum Opportunity with Minimum Means. 
ANSWER! 


$100,000 above the 1946 offering was asked for annu- 
ally 1947-52 to meet this need. In two years $140,000 














has been received. 
The Church United in the Program of Progress | 2% times the amount of the 1946 Rally Day offering in 


each local church will assure the 1949 goal. 
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EDITORIAL 





We Must Not Fail in This 


No one.can possibly criticize the 
leaders of the United Evangelistic Ad- 
vance for narrow-gauge planning. The 
coming 15-months effort is the most in- 
spiring joint evangelistic program yet to 
be conceived. Nothing seems to have 
been omitted. It is cooperative, yet it 
depends upon the individual commit- 
ment and participation by the various 
denominations; it gears into the church 
program without conflict but rather with 
a lift to the total effort; it provides for 
well planned teaching and for great 
public meetings; it seeks to intensify the 
individual witness in daily channels and 
also to lead men and yomen out into 
new and deepening experiences: it de- 
pends upon the leadership of the minis- 
try but no less upon the wholehearted 
participation of the laity; it plans in 
terms of public schools and college and 
university campuses, labor unions ana 
service clubs, factory and street meet- 
ings; it calls for strenuous activity but 
also for individual and concerted prayer. 
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This great campaign thinks in terms 
of recruiting new members for the 
churches, but also of stepping up the 
church attendance of present members. 
It calls for the evangelistic appeal in the 
church, but also for full-scale programs 
of visitation in the homes. It will seek 
to make every man feel the urgency of 
belonging to a church in the town where 
he lives, and it will help congregations 
assimilate new members who are re- 
ceived—two common problems. It will 
seek to help new members find a place 
of service in the church and also to 
develop constructive devotional habits as 
individuals and within their families. 

Six special seasons of invitation will 
be stressed in the 15 months: World- 
wide Communion Day this year and 
next; Easter and Pentecost in 1950, 
and Christmas of 1949 and 1950. 

You see then, (if you have also read 
more about this on page three) that 
practically every possibllity is included. 
Everything but one. And that one can 
be supplied only by us—the whole- 
hearted commitment to the effort and 
devoted cooperation in it. 

The opportunity is so great that it 
is inconceivable that we should not re- 
spond. 


GUEST EDITORS 





Making Your Minister 


The plain fact is that any minister 
is largely the product of his parish. It 
is easy to forget this, and to talk as 
though the minister would be just what 
he is in any church—just as successful 
or unsuccessful, just as good or poor 
a preacher, just as wise or unwise a 
counsellor, just as assiduous or lazy, 
in whatever place he might have found 
himself. Sometimes I have to listen to 
laymen who tell me that their minister 
“isn’t the same man we called two years 
’ and they usually seem very much 
astonished by the discovery. But how 
could he be “the same man?” He can- 
not help changing, and the direction of 
the change will be largely determined 
by his people. 

A church can build up its minister 
into a true servant of mankind and God. 
It requires patience, and courage, and 
kindness. Patience, to listen and under- 
stand and wait: courage, to speak out 
in defense and in helpful criticism: kind- 
ness, to create the bonds of mutual 
confidence and goodwill that hold minis- 
ter and people together. A church can 
even make its minister a great preacher 

not, perhaps, by popular standards, 
but by the true measure of greatness in 
the pulpit. Best of all, a church can 
make its minister a power for personal 


ago,’ 


and social and civic righteousness such 
as he himself could never have become 

or dared to dream of becoming 
alone. By Frederick M. Eliot in The 
Christian Sun. 








The Reorganization 


>. THE GENERAL COUNCIL 


On July 15 the General Council of the 
Presbyterian Church, US, began its life. 
In its meeting in the Henry Grady 
Hotel, Atlanta, it faced the commission 
given it by the 1949 Assembly and it 
set out to render a service that has long 
been neede in the church. A look at 
what it did may serve to introduce us 
to the General Council. 


For one thing it organized itself with 
the necessary officers and committees 
(OUTLOOK, July 25, Aug. 1). It set 
up its permanent committees: Budget 
(9 members), Program (5), Publicity 
(5), Research (4). The Program, Pub- 
licity and Research committees. will 
name additional qualified members to 
their number. Of course, there is also 
the executive committee, and also a 
special committee on the Program of 
Progress. These committees are ex- 
pected to render a great service within 
the Council. Because of their impor- 
tance they will receive more extended 
treatment later. 


The Council faced a mass of routine 
communications dealing with many 
items. Most of these could be handled 
by the regular committees and were 
taken up as the committees reported. 
Look, then, at portions of the report 
of the budget committee which was 
adopted: 


(a) Budget. The 1950-51 benevo- 
lence budget was set at $4,123,500 as 
follows: 


World Missions, 43%, $1,770,800 
Chureh Extension, 25.75%, $1,061,625 
Education, 08.00%, $332,975 
Annuities and Relief, 07.75%, $312,500 


This totals $3,477,900. 


Under the General Fund of $645,600 
(15.50%), these items: 


Woman’s Work, $77,615 

General Council, $90,535 

Historical Foundation, $14,250 

Federal and World Councils, Western 
Section, Lord’s Day Alliance, $25,650 

Mountain Retreat Association, $76,000 

Assembly’s Training School, $142,500 

American Bible Society, $28,500 

Equalization Fund, $190,550. 


The Program of Progress will be fi- 
nanced as before—by the agencies. 


The Equalization Fund will enable 
each Assembly cause to receive its 
spending budget in full. The money will 
go on a proportionate basis to each 
cause whose spending budget has not 
been reached to enable all to receive 
their full spending budgets. 


NEXT WEEK—-More about the Gen- 
eral Council's financial responsibilities. 
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MR. HOOK SLIPPED 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





“Thy will be done.” 


ROFESSOR SIDNEY HOOK, in the 
P course of an exposition of Marx- 

ism, makes an odd slip which in- 
dicates that he shares a rather common 
misunderstanding of what Christians 
mean by the ‘will of God.’’ Possibly 
Mr. Hook had not been to church in 
some time, and so was not as up to 
date on such matters as he was on com- 
munism. 

The professor raises his eyebrows at 
the “inconsistency” of a congregation 
praying ‘“‘Thy will be done” in a church 
which flaunts a lighting-rod to correct 
that will if it absentmindedly strikes in 
the wrong place. One would like to 
correspond with the professor to see 
just what he meant by that. But judg- 
ing only from what he said, one can 
note two obvious mistakes. 

* * * 


1. He seems to indentify the will of 
God with something bad. Lightning 
burning a church would be the will of 
God, according to Mr. Hook, and if the 
chureh is protected by lightning-rods, 
then that is thwarting, or as he says 
“correcting” God’s will. No member of 
that congregation would assent to such 
a proposition. They would assure you 
they don’t think it is God’s will that 
the church should be destroyed, by 
lightning or otherwise; and they are 
going to pay good money for lightning- 
rods to see that the church is not de- 
stroyed. In other words, when the con- 
gregation puts a lightning-rod on the 
church they are doing their best to help 
answer their own prayers for the con- 
tinued existence of the church building. 

If the church is wired for electric 
lights, the building committee, if it is 
a good one, sees to it that that the wir- 
ing is done efficiently and safely. They 
see that the foundations are not such 
as invite termites; that it is not built 
too close to some creek that has a habit 
of flooding every spring. The congrega- 
tion assumes that it is God’s will that 
their church shall last a long time, and 
they take care of it, just as they do 
of their farm animals, their cars or 
their children. When they drive a car 
they don’t assume that God wills a 
wreck. When they have children they 
don’t assume that God wills those chil- 
dren’s death by diphtheria. They 
assume that God’s will is in the line of 
safety and of health, and they make 
their plans accordingly. 

We never have the right to suppose 
that a preventable disaster is what God 
intends; and not preventing a prevent- 
able disaster is a sin. It is by no means 
inconsistent to pray, ‘‘Thy will be done,”’’ 
under a roof protected by lightning-rods. 
It would be inconsistent only if the rods 
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were not there. 

2. Mr. Hook seems to indentify the 
will of God with what is ‘‘natural,” and 
to imply that whatever “corrects”? the 
course of nature is somehow at odds 
with the will of God. Nonsense! Let 
us suppose, for the sake of the argu- 
ment, that the lightning-rods are effi- 
cient, and that they are needed, and that 
some lightning which might “naturally” 
strike the church does not strike it, but 
is ‘‘artificially’’ made harmless by the 
rods. Does that mean that God’s will 
is in the “natural” event, not in the 
“artificial”? Such a notion would not 
be admitted for a minute by a single 
intelligent man or woman in that con- 
gregation—in any congregation with 
sense enough to protect its building 
against lightning. If you mean by 
‘natural’? what happens without man’s 
doing anything about it, one way or 
another, and if you mean by “‘artificial’’ 


* what happens when man takes a hand in 


it, then God’s will can be just as truly 
done in the artificial as in the natural 
event. — 


A tooth will drop out, after causing 
horrible agonies, if you let it alone—or, 
as Mr. Hook would logically say, leave 
it to God. But you don’t let it alone, 
You go to a dentist and you have it 
filled, and you wear it in comfort for 
many a year to come. Have you 
“corrected”? the will of God by getting 
dental attention? Any Christian, even 
a Christian child, would know better 
than that. Or if you are a farmer, a 
Christian farmer, and leave your land 
to grow ‘‘naturally,” all you will get is 
weeds, or very poor vegetables and fruit. 
If you leave your stock to breed ‘‘nat- 
urally’” you will get some run-down 
runts. But if you have good sense, you 
know you are carrying out God’s will 
by pruning your apple trees and weed- 


ing your onions and improving the breed 
of your hogs and cattle. 

The notion that what is artificial is 
“against nature” is an illusion. You 
ean’t ever go against nature and live. 
What we call artificial is simply mak- 
ing use of the discovery of natural laws, 
just as natural after we discovered and 
used them as they were before, and just 
as real before we learned them as after- 
wards. Coal left to itself is only coal 
and it will never be anything else. That 
is natural. Coal in the hands of man 
becomes electric power, it becomes 
paints and plastics and nylon clothing. 
That is artificial, but it is not unnatural. 
If we are not correcting the will of 
God when we turn cotton plants and 
coal into clothing, if we are not going 
aginst his will when we save the lives 
of sick babies, then we are not going 
against his will when we put a lightning- 
rod on a church, 

God’s will is in all the laws of elec- 
tricity and electronics. We found them 
out only the other day, but the laws 
were there all the time. We hope there 
is a cure for cancer, and if there is, it 
is God’s will that it shall be discovered. 
The church will not condemn as a 
blasphemer the man who discovers that 
cure. It will join the world in doing 
him honor; and indeed the discoverer 
himself may be, as were the great scien- 
tists Pascal and Pasteur, a man con- 
sciousiy devoted to the will of God. 

+ * * 

No: we have no right to assume 
that God’s will is always for disaster, 
and we have no right to suppose that 
his will is only in what nature does by 
herself or in what we know of nature. 
Whatever truth we learn about this 
world, about the way it is put together 
and the way it works, this is part of 
the will of God who created all things. 
Whatever we can do to make this a 
better world, whether it is by putting 
up lightning-rods or studying disease by 
the use of isotopes, let us by all means 
do it; for only a better world, never a 
worse one, can be the true will of God. 
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Competitive (2) Academie (3) Grant in Aid (4) Remunerative Work. 
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At the Conferences 





Trueblood Praises Amsterdam 


Establishment of the World Council 
of Churches last summer at Amsterdam 
was “‘the greatest step in Christendom 
in the last 1,500 years,” said D. Elton 
Trueblood at the Montreat Institute of 
Theology. 

This ‘‘never-to-be-forgotten move- 
ment,” he said, ‘“‘bespeaks fellowship 
across the denominational lines, which 
in this great modern-day church, is 
priceless, revealing the real basis of 
Christian life as it expresses the hope of 
christ for his world.” 


MITCHELL COLLEGE 
Statesville, North Carolina 

A co-educational institution distinc- 

tive in Christian ideals. Presbyterian. 


Founded in 1856. Fully accredited 
academic work—first two years of 
college. Outstanding departments in 


music and business. Residence for 
women and single men. Liberal 
scholarships. Moderate rates. Cata- 


logue P. 
JOHN MONTGOMERY. President 








Davis and Elkins College 


Elkins, West Virginia 

A four-year college for men and 
women. 

Member of and accredited by North 
Central Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools. 

Emphasizes Christian 
and thorough scholarship. 

Personal interest in the individual 
student. 

Beautiful campus; bracing cli- 
mate; modern buildings; excellent 
equipment. 

A splendidly trained faculty of 
Christian men and women. 

A good place for an investment.. 


R. B. PURDUM, President 
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Denominational lines, he said, are 
forgotten in such fellowship and only 
the Church of Christ stands out. 
“Christians speak the same language, 
hold the same convictions, and see the 
same need for Christ in the world. We 
have one Lord, one hope, one faith.” 

Dr. Trueblood, who is professor of 
philosophy at Earlham College, sounded 
the hope that the day may come when 
all parts of the Presbyterian church may 
become one great church. ‘‘We may 
not be here when this comes,” he said, 
“but we are all praying for it because 
we are so ashamed to present a broken 
front against a pagan world.” 


Novel Developments Are Seen 


In another address, Dr. Trueblood 
declared that ‘‘what is new in the pres- 
ent condition is that the moral sag is 
synchronized with some external devel- 
opments which re novel.’’ These, he 
said, are: The fact that the world is 
confronted for the first time with the 
realization that all races can be jeopard- 
ized by one race; the population of the 
world is divided into two parts, directed 
by Washington and Moscow. Out of 
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The Needs of Students 
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Christian Atmosphere 
Well-rounded Educational Pro- 
gram 
Moderate Expense 
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Jackson, Mississippi. 

















Flora Macdonald College 


Liberal Arts College with Conservatory of Music. 
B., B. S. in Home Economics, and B. Mus. 
One- and Two-year Business Courses. 

Friendly, Christian Atmosphere. 


HALBERT M. JONES, Acting President 


Degrees: A. 


Red Springs, N. C. 


Moderate Charges. 











1879 Chamberlain-Hunt Academy 


1949 


Port Gibson, Mississippi 


WE LOVE BOYS 


WE BUILD MEN 


Consider the Advantages for your son of Individual Attention, Small Classes, and 


Wise Supervision by Competent Christian teachers. 
WE GET WONDERFUL RESULTS. 


only $760. 


Grades 6 through 12. Total cost 


For catalog write: J. S. Vandiver, President. 











Southwestern at Memphis 


Striving for the best in education and in 
spiritual values. 

An excellent investment for enduring and 
rewarding dividends, the enrichment of hu 
man lives. 


Peyton N. Rhodes, President. 
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these conditions are arising striking 
movements of a spiritual nature. 

Dr. Trueblood spoke of the great 
thinkers of the day—the late William 
Temple, Archbishop of Canterbury; Emil 
Brunner, Arnold J. Toynbee, Karl Barth, 
John Baillie of Edinburgh and Don 
Baillie of St. Andrews, Albert Schweit- 
zer, Paul Tillich and Reinhold Niebuhr. 
He urged his hears to familiarize them- 
selevs with the writings of these men. 


Evangelism Is Basic 


Elmer G. Homrighausen, Princeton 
Seminary professor and leader of the 
departments of evangelism in the Fed- 
eral Council and World Council of 
Churches, told a Montreat audience re- 
cently that “the church can’t go on as 
a Christian movement on the norms of 
other years. Without evangelism,” he 
said, ‘‘nothing becomes Christian nor re- 
mains Christian.”’ 

Df. Homrighausen also made a plea 
for Christian religious instruction in the 
colleges. Everything but Christian doc- 
trine and Christian faith is being taught 
the youth of the land now, he said, 
‘“‘when the colleges could bring the dyna- 
mic power of Jesus Christ into the whole 
curriculum and move the whole nation 
under this power. No allegiance to 
Jesus is being taught, but allegiance to 
every other sort of god is being promul- 
gated.”’ 


Americans Need to Relax 


Out of his rich background and ex- 
perience of personal counselling, John 
Sutherland Bonnell, Fifth Avenue Pres- 
byterian church, New York, speaking re- 
cently at Montreat, predicted that “the 
second half of the twentieth century will 
witness a great advance in spiritual 
therapy. Medicine and faith are both 
agencies of God. When the spirit of 
man is attuned to God, health flows to 
both mind and body. Spiritual therapy 
regulates and steadies all physical pro- 
cesses.”’ 

Dr. Bonnell, who spoke to the sum- 
mer’s largest audiences at Montreat, 
declared that the American people have 
never learned to relax.at work. A de- 
plorable amount of energy is wasted be- 
cause of nervous tension. Undisciplined 
and destructive emotions can cause even 
organic illnesses. 

“The man or women who has learned 
the value of occasional retirement into 
solitude,” he said, “develops poise and 
inner strength.” 





Presbyterian Junior College 


Standard two-year college courses 
leading to A. A. or A. S. degree. Pre- 
paratory courses for tenth, eleventh, 
and twelfth grades. Business Admin- 
istration . One and two year commer- 
cial courses. Flying, Athletics. 
Thorough Instruction. Personal At- 
tention. Summer School, 


Box B-8, Maxton, North Carolina 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 

Fred P. Turner, Bowling Green, Ky., 
has accepted a call to the First church, 
Ocala, Fla. 

McKinley Weaver, formerly of Meri- 
dian, Miss., was to become pastor of 
the Sherwood church, Columbus, Ga., 
Sept. 1. Address: 3102 15th Ave, 

Thos. B. Hoover, Bradenton, Fla., to 
be the minister to students at the Uni- 
versity of South Carolina: 
Columbia, S. C. 








First church, 


William H. Kryder, assistant minister, 
Athens, Ga., has resigned as of October 
1 in order to engage in graduate study 
at Princeton Seminary, 

Pat N. Easterling from Warren, Ark., 
to 1111 N. Grand, Duncan, Okla. 

H. N. Alexander from 
Texas, to Brandon, Miss. 

John B. Lindenberger, Morganfield, 
Ky., has resigned his pastorate because 
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of ill health and for the next year will 
engage in other work. 

George J. Willis, formerly field repre- 
sentative of Westminister Seminary, and 
a minister of the Orthodox Presbyterian 
church, has been installed as pastor of 
the Snow Hill group of churches in 
Albemarle Presbytery, N. C. 

Charles D. Brewer from the seminary 
of the University of Dubuque, Iowa, to 
the Golden Congregational church, 
Ryan, Iowa. 


NAVY CHAPLAINS’ CHIEF 

Stanton W. Salisbury, Presbyterian, 
USA, minister, has been appointed Chief 
of Chaplains of the Navy. Chaplain 
Salisbury has served in the Navy since 
1921. He was on the USS Pennsylvania 
at Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941. 


DEATH 

Thomas Wylie Sloan, 85, died August 
11. Dr. Sloan was pastor emeritus of 
the First church, Greenville, S. C., where 
he served for thirty years, retiring in 
1932. He was a son of the Associate 
Reformed Presbyterian church, was 
ordained to its ministry before entering 
the US church in 1902. 

James Francis Naylor, 81 died August 
8 at Norwood, La. Mr. Naylor was 
honorably retired by Louisiana Presby- 
tery in 1941. His pastorates had in- 
eluded Gloster, Miss., Learned, Miss. 
(twice), Belcher, La., and the Alabama 
church, Choudrant, La., the largest rural 
church in the synod. 








would give them. 


to make the trial easier to bear. 
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When Your Friends Call 


IN OUR HOME it is not necessary for a member of the family to be pres- 
ent through the days of waiting. When your friends call to pay their last visit 
of love and respect, they will receive the same hospitality that your own home 
Our staff is always on hand to give whatever information 
you may wish them to have, and your household, already disrupted, is not fur- 
ther upset by having to receive visitors. 


HENRY W. WOODY 


FUNERAL HOME 


This service is prompted by our desire 


Richmond, Va. 
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Friend of the Lepers 


When Oscar Fox, San Antonio’s most 
distinguished composer, whose song, 
“The Hills of Home,” is sung the world 
around, and Eugene Kellersberger, the 
general secretary of the American Mis. 
sion to the Lepers, were boys growing 
up together in the little German com- 
munity of New Braunfels, Texas, no one 
suspected that these first cousins would 
some day be decorated by world govern- 
ments, and be recognized as outstand- 
ingly successful in their chosen fields 
of endeavor. 

Living within 50 miles of the Univer- 
sity of Texas, it was but natural that 
young Kellersberger should take his 
undergraduate work at the University, 
where he allied himself with the 
Student Volunteer Movement. Having 
chosen medicine for his life work and 
the mission field as his place of service, 
upon the completion of his medical 
course, Dr. Kellersberger was sent out 
by the Executive Committee of Foreign 
Missions to the Belgian Congo and to 
the Bibanga Station. For 24 years he 
gave himself to a study of the tropical 
diseases, and became especially inter- 
ested in the cause and cure of leprosy. 
He took time out from his busy activity 
in the Congo to go to London for a spe- 
cial study of hygiene and tropical medi- 
cines. 

Like Albert Schweitzer, Dr. Kellers- 
berger’s interest was not limited to the 
field of medicine, so, having always been 
a student of theology, he was ordained 
to the gospel ministry by the Presbytery 
of Upper Missouri, US, during one of 
his furlough years at home. 

In 1931 Dr. Kellersberger founded 
the Bibanga Agricultural Leper Colony 
of which he was the head until he was 
called to succeed the late Mr. Danner 
as the general secretary of the American 
Mission to the Lepers. Reared, edu- 
cated, and ordained in the Presbyterian 
Church, US, Eugene Kellersberger now 
belongs to all of the communions and 
to all sections of the nation as well as 
to the world. 

His daughter, Winifred, now Mrs. 
Lachlan Vass, missionary to the Congo 
(now on furlough), and his wife, the 
former Julia Lake Skinner, deserve 
stories all their own. 

Twice decorated by the Belgian Royal 
government for his services in the 
Congo, Eugene Kellersberger is the 
same, modest, and unassuming man that 
the townspeople of the little city of 
New Braunfels, expected this shy lad 
and his curly-headed cousin, Oscar Fox 
both to be. ‘‘We Presbyterians” take 
pride in the life and achievements and 
service of Dr. Eugene Kellersberger, 
and with the lepers of all the world, 
thank God for him. 
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BIBLE STUDY 





Jesus and the Psalms 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR SEPTEMBER 11 


Psalms 8:2; 110:1; 118:22-23; Matthew 21:15-16; 21:38, 39, 42; 22:41-45; 
Luke 24:44. 


During the past three months we have 
looked at a number of the Psalms, some 
familiar to us all, some not so familiar. 
This week we look at passages from 
Psalms which meant much to Jesus dur- 
ing the last critical week of his life and 
which he quoted to clarify his mission. 


I. Out of the Mouth of Babes 


On the Sunday before the Passover, 
when the city was thronged with visitors 
from Palestine and beyond, Jesus en- 
tered Jerusalem seated upon an ass and 
acclaimed by an enthusiastic throng of 
pilgrims from Galilee as the promised 
Son of David, who, the people confi- 
dently believed, would deliver them 
from the power of the Romans and re- 


establish the Jewish nation as an in-, 


dependent kingdom. The whole city, 
Matthew tells us (21:10-11), was stirred 
to its depths. They were not yet ready 
to accept Jesus as the promised de- 
liverer, but the question was on their 
lips, ‘‘Who is this?’ And the people 
generally accepted him as a prophet. 
Early the next morning Jesus re- 
turned to Jerusalem and went at once 
to the Temple. It gave the appearance 
of a busy mart. Money exchangers 
gave pilgrims the proper coinage they 
would need to pay the temple tax; mer- 
chants sold lambs and doves to those 
who wished to offer sacrifice. The traf- 
fic was a convenience to the public, but 
it was a scandal too. For this market 
was a protected market, an artificial 
monopoly, and the merchants marked 
up their prices accordingly. As a matter 
of fact the business was operated for 
the benefit of the ruling group in the 
high-priestly party, and it was one of 
the sources of their princely wealth. 
To have the inside track on a lucrative 
traffic of this sort in a city which drew 
more visitors annually than any city 
in Europe was a rich prize indeed. But 
for the poor people, who ran the grave 
risk of having their animals rejected 
if they bought them in a cheaper mar- 
ket, it was a very heavy burden. Many 
efforts had been made to end the abuse, 
but all to no avail. When Jesus, there- 
fore, strode into the temple on this 
Monday morning, and turned over the 
tables of the money changers, and drove 
the animals out of their stalls, and 
accused them, and by inference their 
masters, of turning what should be a 
house of prayer for all people into a 
den of robbers, the enthusiasm of the 
people want beyond bounds. The place 
of buyers and sellers, each attempting 
to outwit the other, was taken now by 
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the lame, the halt, and the blind who 
came to Jesus to be made whole again. 

Boys in the throng (there were no 
girls) shared the enthusiasm of their 
elders, and their growing faith that this 
was indeed the Messiah. Lacking the 
restraint of their elders, and realizing 
perhaps that they could presume safely 
beyond the limits tolerated in their 
elders, they raised in the sacred pre- 
cinets of the temple, the cries which 
they heard on yesterday, ‘“‘Hosanna to 
the son of David.” 

When the chief priests and the scribes 
saw what Jesus did, and what effect it 
had on the people, and heard this cry 
of the boys, against all established 
decorum, a cry which could so easily 
infect the vast multitudes thronging 
the city, they were indignant. Realizing 
that it would be a difficult thing for the 
temple police to control, they went 
directly to Jesus, and said unto him, 
“Do you hear what these are saying?”’ 

A messianic movement could easily 
get out of control among the Jews and 
inspire a revolt against Rome which 
would bring quick and savage retalia- 
tion. The high priests were confident 
that Jesus would give no encourage- 
ment to such a movement. But Jesus 
replied: ‘‘Yes, have you never read, 
‘Out of the mouth of babes and suck- 
lings thou hast brought perfect 
praise?’ ” 

It was a quotation from the 8th 
Psalm. This psalm sings the glory of 
the God who has revealed himself in 
nature, but above all in man. There 
is the question, ‘‘When [ consider thy 
heavens, the work of thy fingers, the 
moon and the stars which thou hast 
ordained; what is man, that thou art 
mindful of him?’’ And there comes the 
answer, “‘Thou hast made him, but little 
lower than God, and crownest him with 
glory and honor.’ This great contrast 
is emphasized in the opening verses. 
The God who has set his glory upon 
the heavens has established strength out 
of the mouth of babes and sucklings. 
glory is revealed in a child more than 
it is in the heavens. Thus Edward 
Hastings reminds us that stars come 
first and children follow; stars are 
dumb while children speak; stars are 
made and completed, but children press 
on in a progress without boundary and 
without end; stars look down while 
children look up; stars preach God’s 
power, but children illustrate his grace. 

But the thought of the psalmist seems 
to go beyond this. God has set his 
glory in the heavens, but it is babes, 


children who have learned to know him 
and to love him, who will in the end 
strengthen the great causes which God 
has at heart, the extension of his king- 
dom among men. Not the silent stars, 
but children who respond to his love 
and commit themselves to his will. 
Jesus quoted from the Septuagint or 
Greek translation of the Old Testament, 
rather than the Hebrew, which was used 
only by the scholars, and there the 
verse read, “Out of the mouth of babes 
and sucklings hast thou brought perfect 
praise.” It is another aspect of the 
same truth. The praise of a little child 
has more significance in the on-going 
of God’s kingdom than the movements 
of the planets in illimitable space. Chil- 
dren hold the hope for the future. It 
is only as they are won to God’s cause 
that we have hope that those who have 
set themselves against God’s will may 
be restrained. 

And so when Jesus saw that the chil- 
dren responded to his message, it 
cheered his heart. ‘‘The great men, the 
learned and the powerful and the proud, 
saw in his coming only an unpleasant 
and disturbing interruption of the 
stately routine which was so comfortable 
and so profitable for them.”’ (Tarbell) 
But young people responded—those 
whose ideals had not been warped by 
their own special interest. So Jesus 
took heart. ‘‘Out of the mouth of babes 

.thou hast brought perfect praise.” 
And as we read his words, we can be 
sure that no praise is more acceptable 
to him today than the praise of the 
boys and girls who will be the men and 
women of tomorrow. 


II. The Stone which the Builders 
Rejected 


When Jesus returned to Jerusalem 
from Bethany on Tuesday morning, he 
was met by an official delegation from 
the Sanhedrim, who demanded to know 
by what authority he had acted on the 
preceding day. They hoped no doubt 
that he might make some claim which 
they could construe as_ blasphemy. 
Jesus replied with a counter-question 
which forced them to acknowledge pub- 
licly that they were unable to pass on 
the authority of a prophet like John, 
for example. Jesus thereupon refused 
to submit to them the question of his 
own authority. (Mt. 21:23-27.) 

He then proceeded to tell them and 
the populace who had gathered about 
them the parable of the Two Sons 
(21:28-32), charging that they—the 
rulers of the people—were not entering 
the Kingdom of God, despite their pro- 
fessions to the contrary, while publicans 
and sinners despite their earlier dis- 
claimer, would enter the Kingdom ahead 
of them. This was followed by the 
parable of the wicked husbandmen (or 
tenants, 21:33-46). The tenants in this 
story had stoned, beat and killed the 
servants whom the owner of the vine- 
yard had sent to collect his rent. 
Finally, he sent his son, thinking they 
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would certainly reverence him. But 
the tenants also slew the son, thinking, 
it may be, that they would thus come 
to possess the vineyard for themselves. 
‘“‘When therefore the owner of the vine- 
yard comes, what will he do to these 
tenants?”’ asked Jesus. And the rulers 
replied, ‘‘He will put those wretches to 
a miserable death, and let out the vine- 
yard to other tenants who will give him 
the fruits in their season.” 

Then Jesus reminded them of a pas- 
sage from the Psalms, 118:22-23. We 
studied this passage only a few weeks 
ago (OUTLOOK, Aug. 8) and do not 
need to go over it again. We recall that 
the imagery was based on a stone re- 
jected by the builders as useless, which 
later came to be the “head of the 
corner’’—i. e., the topstone, joining the 
walls together and completing the build- 
ing. As originally sung, the metaphor 
applied to Israel, flung aside as useless 
by the ‘“‘builders” of that day, but des- 
tined by God for the most honorable and 
important place in the building of his 
kingdom among men. But Israel’s true 
destiny is fulfilled through Jesus, who 
is the Son of God, and the promised 
Messiah. And so Jesus warns the pres- 
ent “builders” that the old saying is 
about to be illustrated anew. Rejected 
by the leaders of Israel he will become 
the cornerstone of the church. The 
stone which they have’ rejected, he goes 
on to point out, will become the stone 
on which the nation itself will stumble 
and fall. And “the kingdom of God 
shall be taken away from you and shall 
be given to a nation bringing forth the 
fruits thereof.’””’ So it has come to 
pass. 


Ill. David's Son, Yet David's Lord. 


The rulers recognized that these two 
parables and the one following on the 
marriage of the king’s son (Mt. 
22:1-14) were spoken against them 
(21:45-46), and tended to incite the 
people against their lawful rulers. They 
would have laid hands upon Jesus at 
once, but were afraid that it would 
lead to trouble with the populace gen- 
erally who regarded him as a prophet. 
So they prepared a series of entangling 
questions which they hoped would either 
undermine his popularity with the 
people, or else betray him into some 
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treasonable utterance which would 
enable them to denounce him to their 
Roman overlords. 

Jesus parried these varied thrusts 
(the question regarding tribute; the 
question regarding the resurrection, the 
question regarding the greatest com- 
mandment) and then countered with a 
question of his own, ‘‘What do you think 
of the Christ (i. e., the Messiah) ? 
Whose son is he?’’ They said to him, 
“The son of David,’”’ which was the only 
answer they could give according to the 
Scripture and the general belief of the 
times. Jesus replied, “How is it then 
that David, inspired by the Spirit, calls 
him Lord, saying, ‘The Lord said to 
my Lord, sit at my right hand, till L 
put thy enemies under thy feet.’ ”’ 

Modern scholars are inclined to regard 
the psalm which Jesus here quotes as 
a coronation psalm, used when the in- 
coming monarch was Officially en- 
throned. According to the psalmist, the 
Lord God Almighty had said to his lord, 
the king, “Sit thou at my right hand, 
until I make thine enemies thy foot- 
stool.’”” However that may be, the psalm 
came to be regarded as a Messianic 
psalm, and by a very true instinct, for 
applied to any human monarch the 
prophecy was preposterous hyperbole. 
It was an ideal that could be realized 
only by the Coming One, great David’s 
greater Son. In Jesus’ day it was gen- 
erally agreed that David himself was 
the author of the psalm, and that he 
was writing of the Messiah.”’ 

Jesus was not trying to instruct the 
rulers in the authorship of the psalm. 
He was trying to suggest that they 
needed to rethink their ideals of the 
Messiah. If the Scriptures taught, as 
they all agreed, that the Messiah was 
David’s son, how could he also be 
David’s Lord? What they ought to have 
been able to see was that the Messiah 
whom the Scriptures promised was one 
different from David, one greater than 
David, not a weak, ignorant, sinful 
mortal as David, but one who was 
David’s Lord because he was indeed the 
Son of God; one whose Kingdom would 
not be an earthly Kingdom patterned 
on that of David (as was commonly 
supposed) but of an altogether different 
type. But this was exactly what they 
could not see, and this was why they 
finally crucified their Messiah, holding 
that his claim to be the Son of God was 

blasphemy. 





GOWN S 


*Pulpit and Choir: 
Headquarters for 
RELIGIOUS SUPPLIES 


Church Furniture - Stoles 

Embroideries - Vestments 
we Hengings - Communion 

Sets . Altar Brass Goods 


~Plational ss ez: 


ADE 








IV. That All Things Might Be Fulfilled 

The rulers were agreed that Jesus 
must be put to death, but only after 
the Passover, when his friends, the pil- 
grims from Galilee, had returned to 
their homes. Their plans were changed 
by the unexpected offer of Judas, one 
of his intimate disciples, to betray him 
into their hands when his friends among 
the people could not rally to his de- 
fense. So, early on Friday morning 
Jesus was arrested in the Garden of 
Gethsemane, hustled before a called 
meeting of the Sanhedrim, and then, 
about daylight, condemned by Pilate, 
and before the day was hardly begun, 
taken away to the cross. Late that 
afternoon he was placed in a grave 
which was carefully sealed by a great 
stone. Early on Sunday morning some 
of the women discovered that the stone 
had been rolled away, and that the grave 
itself was empty. Later in that same 
day the risen Christ appeared to Mary 
Magdalene, to a group of the women 
as they hurried from the tomb, to Simon 
Peter, to two disciples on the road to 
Emmaus, and to ten of the disciples 
gathered in the upper room. It was 
on this last occasion that Jesus said 
unto them, ‘‘These are my words which 
I spoke to you, while I was still with 
you, that everything written about me 
in the law of Moses and the prophets and 
the psalms must be fulfilled.”’ 

We cannot be sure just which psalms 
he referred to, but we do know that 
there are a number of the psalms which 
were regarded as Messianic and which 
were descriptive in one sense or another 
of his life, death, and resurrection. 
Psalm 22 was certainly one of those 
psalms which he had in mind, because 
it was from this psalm that he quoted 
as he hung on the cross. This Psalm, 
as Prof. Davidson has written, divides 
naturally into two parts: ‘‘Verses 1-21 
describing present sufferings and plead- 
ing for deliverance, while verses 22-31 
contain a triumphant acknowledgement 
of Divine intervention and the wide- 
spread blessings which are to result 
from this signal proof of God’s grace 
and the victory of the patient sufferer.’ 
There are verses in this first section 
which read almost as though they were 
written by an eyewitness of the cross 
cf. vss. 7-8, 16b, 18). It may well be 
that when Jesus was heard to repeat 
aloud the opening verses of this psalm 
(Mk. 15:34) he had the entire psalm 
in mind, and particularly the closing 
verses (27-31) when the suffering ser- 
vant sees the glorious outcome of his 
patient endurance. It was because 
Jesus had this confidence that he could 
give his last commission: Go and make 
disciples of all the nations. .and lo, 
I am with you always, even unto the 
end of the world. (Mt. 28:20.) 

(Quotations are from the Revised 
Standard Version. Title and Scripture 


selections are copyrighted by the Inter- 
national Council of Religious Educa- 
tion. ) 
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BOOK NOTES 


THE WEIGHT OF GLORY. By C. 
S. Lewis. The Macmillian Co., New 
York, 1949. 66 pp., $1.25. 

No Lewis fan will wish to miss any- 
thing he has written, for those who do 
not yet know him, this little volume may 
form a good introduction. Here we have 
Lewis the lay preacher, for the five 
chapters were originally sermons or at 
least addresses in church. Incidentally, 
they are a model of college preaching. 
Profoundly Christian and charmingly 
simple, they yet assume a good intelli- 
gence on the listeners’ part and are far 
removed from the anecdotal twaddle 
which visiting preachers too often un- 
load on long-suffering college congrega- 
tions, here in America. 

Since some of these addresses were 
written before some of Prof. Lewis’ 
now published books, some familiar 
ideas reappear here. The first chapter, 
“The Weight of Glory,” is the best pre- 
sentation of the Christian idea of re- 
ward in heaven that this reviewer has 
ever seen. ‘‘Transposition” is a serious 
attempt to explain why the “spiritual” 
always has to be expressed in terms 
that sound ‘‘natural.’”” ‘‘Membership” 
refines the Christian concept, in rela- 
tion to Christ and his church, as against 
contemporary non-Christian concepts of 
the same name; with some incidental 
remarks about equality and democracy. 
“Learning in War Time” answers the 
question, Why should a Christian, whose 
chief concern is his soul (Lewis, be it 
remembered, is not familiar with Re- 
formed doctrine), be interested in im- 
proving his mind? ‘‘The Inner Ring” 
offers valuable advice on how to be 
happy. 

While the author, being an Anglican, 
goes out sometimes on limbs, as in re- 
ferences to the Sacraments, where those 
of the Reformed persuasion cannot fol- 
low him, the fact remains that C. S. 
Lewis is one of the most readable and 
persuasive and sound exponents of 
Christianity writing today. 

KENNETH J. FOREMAN. 

Louisville, Ky. 
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HOW CAME OUR FAITH? By W. 
A. L. Elmslie. Charles Scribner’s Sons, 
New York, 1949. 417 pages. $3.25. 

As the author says in the first sen- 
tence of Chapter I, ‘‘an author should 
not choose a misleading title.” Prof. 
Elmslie has done exactly that, undoubt- 
edly fearing that the sub- (and real) 
title: a study of the religion of Israel 
and its significance for the modern 
world, would provoke yawns among the 
laymen and students at whom the book 
is aimed. But one will not finish Ch. 
I, with its earnest argument for the 
relevance of the Hebrew view of life, 
before he is ready to forgive him that. 

Prof. Elmslie writes with a pungency 
and a contempory idiom rare—of all 
places—in Old Testament scholars. No 
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book of the sort of which the reviewer 
knows makes the Old Testament talk 
more plainly to the modern man than 
does this one. If it too much does so, 
even to the point of over-modernizing 
the Old Testament, we should perhaps 
overlook it. The author is writing— 
preaching rather—to laymen, and a bit 
of healthy modernizing is preferable to 
strict, but barren and irrelevant, ex- 
gesis. The chapters on the prophets are 
most forceful. The reader will sense 
that they spoke a word of God also for 
him. 

Yet, greatly as he regrets to say so, 
the reviewer can recommend the book 
only with caution. Too many state- 
ments need qualification or correction, 
and this the layman is least in a posi- 
tion to do. Dates given in the book 
rest largely on older chronologies and 
are in need of revision, often drastic 
(e. g., in the case of Hammurabi, p, 
30, over 100 years). Archaeological 
data is often antiquated. The view that 
Tell el-Hesi is the ancient Lachish (p. 
33) is now universally given up. 
Ramah of Benjamin and Ramah of 
Samuel are obviously confused (p. 250). 
The chapter on Canaanite religion 
“(Ch. VII) is written without a single 
reference to Ras Shamra (precisely our 
major source of knowledge), except one 
second-hand one in a footnote, with the 
result that the chapter is open to ser- 
ious criticism. The Exodus is placed in 
the reign of Marniptah in spite of over- 
whelming evidence that, whenever it 
occurred, it could hardly have been then. 
The explanation of the name Yahweh 
(p: 120, 214) is, in the reviewer’s opin- 
ion, completely erroneous. The _ re- 
ligion of the Hebrew ancestors (Ch. VI) 
is discussed in the light of pre-Islamic 
and modern Arabia, although it is a 
grave question how much light this 
throws on the patriarchs. Changeless- 
ness of desert life cannot be assumed 
(as is done on p. 113). Available evi- 
dence from the early 2nd millennium B. 
C. would have been more to the point, 
and would have yielded a different pic- 
ture. 

The reviewer sincerely wishes that he 
could recommend this book con amore. 
He knows of few books of the sort 
better written or better adapted to the 








needs of the layman. He regrets that 
he found so much of a factual nature 
to criticize, 
JOHN BRIGHT. 
Richmond, Va. 
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